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INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents and Students,

We are pleased to tell you about an extraordinary academic opportunity 
available to Baltimore City students entering middle and high school. 
The Ingenuity Project provides “above grade level” mathematics and 
science education for students who are eager to be challenged and 
aspire to pursue a career in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) field during college.  
 
You can get more information by reading this brochure, attending 
scheduled information sessions, and checking our website at
www.ingenuityproject.org.
 
Sincerely,

 
Lisette Morris
Executive Director
The Ingenuity Project
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Ingenuity Project® is a non-profit educational program providing 
accelerated mathematics and science instruction to Baltimore City Public
School students. Since 1993, Ingenuity has offered programming for
academically talented middle and high school students. The mission of
the Ingenuity Project is to prepare and launch the next generation of
diverse, nationally competitive STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) leaders from Baltimore City Public Schools.

What makes Ingenuity unique?
CHALLENGING Ingenuity students have the opportunity to take advanced math and 
science classes, conduct real lab experiments, and participate in mathematics and 
science competitions on both the local and national levels.  

ACCESSIBLE Ingenuity is a citywide program. This means students are able attend an 
Ingenuity school, regardless of their home address. 

DYNAMIC Ingenuity classes foster curiosity and the development of good study skills. 
Ingenuity provides additional training, resources, and support for its teachers, to 
ensure that classrooms remain strong and vibrant.

SUPPORTIVE At both the middle grades and the high school level, Ingenuity’s staff is 
dedicated to closely monitoring the progress of each student. Due to the nature and 
raised expectations of our program, challenges are not uncommon, but they are 
addressed in a timely fashion. 

SUCCESSFUL Ingenuity has a proven track record of success. Graduates of Ingenuity’s 
program go on to top-tier high schools and colleges and receive ample college 
scholarships. See the back cover for details.

How are students selected? Admission is conducted through application and testing. 
How do students apply? Complete an Ingenuity application, available at www.ingenuityproject.org after November 1st.
Ingenuity also sends applications to the principal at each Baltimore City elementary and middle school. High School 
applicants must also complete the City Schools High School Choice Application selecting Poly as their first choice. 
NOTE: For high school applicants, Choice Applications are available at City Schools Headquarters, 200 E North Ave, 21202.

Are there differences between the programs at each middle school? Each middle school certainly has its own unique 
culture and environment, but Ingenuity’s curriculum and educational philosophy remain the same at each location.   
Do students already in the Ingenuity middle grades have to reapply for the high school program? Yes. All students 
reapply for Ingenuity at Poly. 
What happens if an Ingenuity student does not meet Ingenuity standards? Ingenuity students who are unable to 
maintain Ingenuity’s grade requirement of 80% or above in each class may be dismissed from the program at the 
end of the school year.



MIDDLE GRADES PROGRAM 
Grades Served                Grades 6-8

What Are The Benefits For Students?
• Students participate in accelerated mathematics and science classes, including Singapore 
  Math Curriculum (grade 6) and college preparatory Algebra I taken during the 8th grade.

• Ingenuity classes are designed for students who are capable of doing accelerated work. 
  This allows classes to move at a faster pace, while providing in-depth coverage of material 
  & giving teachers time to focus on elaboration and application of topics.

• The  program emphasizes good work habits and organizational skills, providing students 
  with the confidence to tackle more difficult work and meet challenges head-on throughout 
  their academic careers.

• Ingenuity students are well prepared for an accelerated curriculum at 
  any  citywide high school. 

• Ingenuity teachers are able to accommodate the needs of students,  ranging from the 
  more advanced who require more challenge, to those who are struggling with a particular 
  concept and need additional support.

• Scientific research is emphasized at every grade level, and students have 
   the opportunity to participate in science lab assignments that provide 
   hands on experiences.

     Admissions Timeline at a Glance
     4th Grade-fall of 5th Grade

      Research middle school programs

     October-November of 5th Grade

      Speak to your child’s principal or 5th grade teacher about your child’s 
          standing & eligibility for Ingenuity

      Make an appointment to visit Ingenuity middle schools 

      Attend an Ingenuity Middle School Parent Information Session

      Pick up an Ingenuity application from your elementary school or 
          download at ingenuityproject.org after November 1st

     January of 5th Grade

      Submit Ingenuity application by January 9th deadline

     January/February of 5th Grade

      If you have applied to Ingenuity and you meet the testing requirements, 
          you will receive an invitation to test

     April of 5th Grade

      Admissions decisions are made and you will receive placement 
          notification by mail



Who Can Apply?
To be considered for the Ingenuity middle school program, students must meet the following criteria:

• Report Card Averages (final for 4th grade & 1st quarter of 5th grade)
   Mathematics: A’s and B’s or higher than 80%
   Language Arts: A’s and B’s or higher than 80%

• AND Baltimore City residents

6th grade placement is a common entry-point for the program, and there are generally 120 spots 
available. Seats are limited for entry to 7th and 8th grades, as the majority of students accepted for 
6th grade will continue with Ingenuity until they finish 8th grade. For current 6th & 7th grade applicants, 
the prior full year and current 1st quarter report cards are required.

How to Apply
1. Complete the Ingenuity Middle School Application. Online or paper applications are available after    
    November 1st at www.ingenuityproject.org.  Apply either online or submit a paper application.  
    Incomplete applications will not be considered. Applications are due January 9, 2015.

2. Complete all THREE types of recommendations.
     • Choose TWO teachers, either current or past, and give each a Teacher Recommendation Form 
        to complete.  
     • Give the Counselor/Principal Form requesting the academic record to the principal or  
       assistant principal.

Tip:  Do not wait until the last minute to ask teachers and principals for these recommendations!

Note: If you fill out an online application, you will need to ask teachers and counselors for email addresses to submit requests for 

           recommendations. If you fill out a paper application, the forms must be returned to you in a sealed envelope. The envelopes must 

           remain sealed and provided to Ingenuity. 

3. Make sure you put all of the required documents in one envelope. We recommend that you hand deliver  
    or mail the application yourself, rather than entrusting to a third party.

 
Return the completed Ingenuity Application to: 
The Ingenuity Project
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute – Room 337
1400 W. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21209



HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
Grades Served                Grades 9-12

What Are The Benefits For Students?
• A four-year program of fast-paced, intensive mathematics and science classes

• Students attend classes with other high-ability students

• Many AP courses including Calculus, Chemistry, and Physics

• Take SAT IIs in Biology (9th grade) and Physics (10th grade); take SAT II or AP exam in Chemistry (11th grade)

• Outstanding teachers, with degrees in their subject areas, providing challenging and dynamic course work

• The Ingenuity Staff provides extra support for students by arranging for accelerated classes, contacting
   scientists, helping with college selection and application process, and offering encouragement and support, 
   while cheering for success

• High standards for the learning environment and student performance; students must maintain an average
   of 80% or above

• Eligible students will be given opportunities and encouraged to participate in off-campus research, as well
   as local & national science competitions; research involves a three-year mentored program, culminating in
   entries for the Siemens Competition, Intel Science Talent Search, Maryland Junior Science and Humanities
   Symposium, and Baltimore Science Fair 

• Students build strong academic resumes for college applications

• Universities actively recruit Ingenuity students; many Ingenuity seniors receive full college scholarships

Admissions Timeline at a Glance
7th Grade-fall of 8th Grade

 Research high school programs

October–November of 8th Grade

 Speak with guidance counselor about student’s eligibility for Ingenuity

 Attend one of Poly’s two Open Houses

 Attend City Schools Choice Fair

 Fill out or download Ingenuity application at www.ingenuityproject.org 

AND 

 Request a Baltimore High School Choice Application from your City School

December of 8th Grade

 Submit Ingenuity application to the Ingenuity Office by the December 19th 
     deadline and confirm receipt 

Also, 

 Submit the Baltimore High School Choice Application to City Schools.

January of 8th Grade

 Qualified applicants will be invited to take the Ingenuity Admissions Test

March of 8th Grade

 Admissions placement decisions sent by mail



Who Can Apply
To be considered for the Ingenuity high school program, students must first meet the following criteria:

• Report Card Averages (final for 7th grade & 1st quarter of 8th grade)
   Mathematics: A’s and B’s or higher than 80%
   Language Arts: A’s and B’s or higher than 80%

• AND Baltimore City residents*
   * County residents may apply, however, priority is given to City residents and placement is not guaranteed 

     (even for qualified County applicants).

Ninth grade is a common entry-point for the program, and there are generally 50 available seats.
Limited seats become available in 10th and 11th grade for exceptional reasons and therefore current 
9th & 10th grade students could apply. For current 9th & 10 grade applicants, the prior full year and 
current 1st quarter report cards are required. Additional entrance criteria may apply.

Testing and Selection
Only students who meet the application criteria will be invited to take the Ingenuity Project Admissions 
Test. An admissions score will be calculated based on Ingenuity admissions test scores, teacher 
recommendations, and grades. Applicants who achieve an admissions score of at least 80% will be 
considered “eligible to enroll.” All “eligible” students will be placed on the admissions list and ranked according to 
the admissions score. Top-ranking applicants will be offered a spot in the high school program.
Note: Students must submit the Ingenuity application AND the City Schools choice application (selecting Poly as their “first choice”).

Students must be assigned to Baltimore Polytechnic Institute by the Office of Enrollment Choice and Transfers and accepted to the  

Ingenuity Project. 

How to Apply
1. Complete the Ingenuity High School Application. Complete either the online application or the paper application.  
Applications are due December 19, 2014.
 
2. Distribute the three Teacher Recommendation Forms:
    • One to your 8th grade science teacher
    • One to your 8th grade mathematics teacher
    • One to another teacher or a person in the community
 
3. Give your guidance counselor the Counselor’s/Principal’s Recommendation Form. 
 
Note: If you fill out an online application, you will need to ask teachers and counselors for email addresses to submit requests for  

recommendations. If you fill out a paper application, the forms must be returned to you in a sealed envelope. The envelopes must 

remain sealed and provided to Ingenuity.

4. Important: Applicants must also complete the City Schools High School Choice Application requesting 
    Baltimore Polytechnic Institute as their first choice. This deadline may be different from the Ingenuity 
    deadline. Ask your middle school guidance counselor or call the Office of Enrollment Choice and 
    Transfers at 410-396-8600 to request this application.   

 
Return the completed Ingenuity Application to: 
The Ingenuity Project
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute – Room 337
1400 W. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21209



The Ingenuity Project
1400 W. Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21209
Web: www.ingenuityproject.org
Email: information@ingenuityproject.org
Phone: 410.662.8665

CLASS OF 2014 INGENUITY AT POLY
Class Size: 41

             Perfect 800 SAT/SAT 2 Scores: 5
             Average AP Exam Grades:
             AP Calculus AB—3.8, AP Chemistry—3.7, 

             AP Environmental Science—3.9, AP English—3.9

             Average GPA:
             Weighted: 3.65, Unweighted: 3.33

Awards and Scholarships
2 Intel Science Search Semifinalists 

Intel Science and Engineering Fair: 3rd place in the 
Grand Award category 

Baltimore Science Fair: Grand Prize in Biological 
Sciences and 2nd place in Physical Sciences category 

Maryland Junior Science & Humanities Symposium: 
2nd Place

Northrop Grumman High Innovative Challenge: 
2nd Place

College Acceptances
100%  of Ingenuity Class of 2014 are attending college. Students were accepted to the following universities (among 
others):

12 Johns Hopkins University Baltimore Scholars

1 Gates Millennium Scholar

7 AP Scholars

1 University of Maryland Banneker/Key Scholar

3 National Achievement scholars

2 UMBC Meyerhoff Scholars

2 Carson Scholars

12 National Honor Society Inductees 

American University* 
Boston University* 
Carnegie Melon University
Case Western Reserve University* 
Columbia University* 
Cornell University* 
Dartmouth College* 
Drexel University 
Duke University* 
Emerson College* 
Georgia Institute of Technology* 

Hampton University* 
Harvard College* 
Howard University 
Johns Hopkins University* 
New York University* 
North Carolina A&T 
Purdue University 
Princeton University* 
Rice University* 
Stanford University* 
Tulane University* 

United States Naval Academy* 
University of California – Davis* 
University of Chicago* 
University of Maryland – Baltimore County 
University of Maryland – College Park* 
University of Miami* 
University of Pennsylvania* 
University of Virginia* 
Washington University in St. Louis* 
Yale University*

Schools marked with an asterisk met Baron’s college ranking definitions of “Most Competitive (Highest selectivity ranking)” and “Highly Competitive.”


